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Teacher researcher Isauro
Michael Escamilla is an early
childhood head teacher with a
strong interest in ideas from
High/Scope, Reggio Emilia, and
project approach theory. He is a
leader in district inservice and
mentorship programs and has
participated in many district-level
workshops. A native of Veracruz,
Mexico, Michael immigrated to
the United States as a young man
and is bilingual in Spanish and
English.

In the following example of
teacher research, Michael repre-
sents some of his thinking in ex-
cerpts from the research project.
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!"#$%&'$("($)$%(&'"*%)"&+,-.&#$-"*/#'
0/,-$(1%(#$,2%1$"&'/3-($,"%#"%,"%4#$(2)&'++3
%,-"'+3/-%!"&%($"&'/3-"-$5$3+67$,#"&$,#$(
%,-"*%)")6+,)+($-"8!"%"9%3/4+(,/%")&'++3

-/)#(/&#:";'$"&$,#$("6(/7%(/3!")$(5$)"9'/,$)$"4%7/3/$)
%,-"+#'$("($&$,#"/77/1(%,#):

<3#'+.1'"="'%5$"%3)+"#%.1'#")&'++32%1$"&'/3-($,>"=
&.(($,#3!"*+(0"*/#'"6($)&'++3$():"=".)$"/-$%)"4(+7
6(+?$&#"%66(+%&'"#'$+(!"%,-"@$11/+"A7/3/%"%)"#'$
/,)6/(%#/+,%3"4+(&$)"4+("7!"#$%&'/,1:";'$"/-$%)"4(+7
#'$)$"%66(+%&'$)",+#"+,3!")#($,1#'$,"7!"-%/3!
#$%&'/,1>"8.#"%3)+"'$36"7$".,-$()#%,-"'+*"%,-"*'!
&'/3-($,"3$%(,"%,-"="7!)$34"3$%(,"%)"%"#$%&'$(:

B$"0,+*"#'%#"3$%(,/,1"/)"8%)$-"+,"%")!)#$7"+4
($3%#/+,)'/6)"%,-"&+,,$&#/+,):"C++0/,1"%#"7!"#$%&'/,1
%,-"%#"&'/3-($,D)"3$%(,/,1"'$36)"7$")$$"#'+)$"'/--$,
&+,,$&#/+,)"%,-".,-$()#%,-"*'%#"1+$)"+,".,-$("#'$
).(4%&$"+4"+.("$5$(!-%!"/,#$(%&#/+,)"%,-"6(+?$&#):

B+(0/,1"+,"6(+?$&#)"%,-"-+&.7$,#/,1"+.("3$%(,/,1
/)"%"4+(7"+4"($)$%(&'"/,#+".,-$()#%,-/,1"*'%#"#'$
&'/3-($,"%,-"="%($"3$%(,/,1:"=,"#'/)"%(#/&3$"="-/)&.))
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B'$,"#'$"&'/3-($,"/,"+.("0/,-$(1%(#$,"&3%))"4+.,-"%
),%/3"/,"#'$"1%(-$,>"*$"#'+.1'#"#'/)")7%33"&($%#.($"&+.3-
8$"#'$")6(/,18+%(-"4+("+.(",$*"&3%))"6(+?$&#"E*$"%-.3#)
'%-"8$$,"6%!/,1"&3+)$"%##$,#/+,"#+"&'/3-($,D)"&+,5$()%2
#/+,)>"%,-"#'$!")$$7$-"1$,./,$3!"/,#$($)#$-"/,"#'/)")3+*
7+5$(F:"B$"&%((/$-"#'$"),%/3"/,)/-$"#'$"&3%))(++7"%,-"6.#
/#"+,"%"*'/#$")'$$#"+4"6%6$("+,"%"#%83$",$G#"#+"#'$"*/,2
-+*):";'$"&'/3-($,"3++0$-"%#"#'$"),%/3"5$(!"&%($4.33!"*/#'
7%1,/4!/,1"13%))$)"%,-"7%-$"%"4$*"($7%(0)"%8+.#"/#)
)3+*>"-(%11/,1"7+#/+,:"H$/I/,1"#'$"+66+(#.,/#!>"*$
#$%&'$()").663/$-"#'$"&'/3-($,"*/#'"6%6$("%,-"6$,&/3)")+
#'$!"&+.3-"-(%*"%"3/0$,$))"+4"+.("5/)/#+(:"H+7$"+4"#'$
&'/3-($,D)"($6($)$,#%#/+,)"4+33+*:

+,$"6(+?$&#"+,")'%-+*)"#'%#"0/,-$(1%(#$,2%1$"&'/3-($,
&%((/$-"+.#"*/#'"7$"%,-"7!"%))/)#%,#"#$%&'$(:

!#&-"#+$+#%#&+-"$1(-2%

=".)$-"#'/)"6(+?$&#>"/,"+,$"*%!>"%)"%,"%))$))7$,#"+4"7!
+*,"#$%&'/,1")0/33):"="%)0$-"7!)$34>"J+*"-+"="3/)#$,"#+
&'/3-($,>"%,-"*'%#"-+"="3$%(,"%8+.#"*'%#"/)"/,"#'$/("7/,-)>
'+*"#'$!"#'/,0>"%,-"*'%#")0/33)"#'$!"'%5$K"=#"*%)"/76+(2
#%,#"#+"4/,-"#'$"&'/3-($,D)"5+/&$)>"8$&%.)$"*$"*$($"#(!/,1
#+"&($%#$"%,"%#7+)6'$($"/,"*'/&'"&'/3-($,D)"/-$%)"%($
).66+(#$-"%,-"'$%(-"*/#'+.#"%,!"?.-17$,#"+,"7!"6%(#:

L+/,1"6(+?$&#"*+(0"%,-".,-$()#%,-/,1"/#"($%33!"/)"%8+.#
3$%(,/,1"'+*"/-$%)"1(+*"%,-"-$5$3+6"%,-"*'%#"#'$!
7$%,"4+("&'/3-($,D)"3$%(,/,1"%,-"+.("+*,"-$5$3+67$,#"%)
#$%&'$():"M+("/,)#%,&$>"#'$($"%($"7%,!"*%!)"4+("&'/3-($,
E%,-"4+(".)F"#+"$G6($))"/-$%):"N%,!"#/7$)"&'/3-($,"%($",+#
%83$"#+"$G6($))"#'$/("/-$%)"*/#'"43.$,&!>"8.#"#'/)"-+$)",+#
7$%,"#'%#"#'$!"-+",+#".,-$()#%,-"*'%#"/)"1+/,1"+,
%(+.,-"#'$7:"H+7$"&'/3-($,"%($"5$(!"5$(8%3"%,-"&+,#(/82
.#$"#+"%"-/)&.))/+,O")+7$"&%,D#")6$%0"!$#P7%!8$
8$&%.)$"#'$!"%($")'!"+("-+,D#"0,+*"#'$"3%,1.%1$P8.#
#'$!"-+".,-$()#%,-"%,-"-+"'%5$"/-$%):

=,"6(+?$&#"*+(0"*$"+8)$(5$"%,-"*$"3/)#$,:"=4",+#>"*$
'%5$",+"/-$%):"Q$1/,,/,1"%"6(+?$&#"%,-"($)$%(&'/,1"+.(
#$%&'/,1"7/1'#")#%(#"/,"%").8#3$>"R./$#"*%!"4+("&'/3-($,"%,-
.):"M+("$G%763$>"/4"&'/3-($,"%($"R./$#3!"63%!/,1"*/#'"83+&0)
%,-"#(!/,1"#+"7%0$"%"&%("1+"4(+7"+,$"63%&$"#+"%,+#'$(>"*$
'%5$"+,3!"#+"3++0P#'$($"/)"%,"/-$%"(/1'#"#'$($:

B$"%)0"&'/3-($,"%,-"3++0"4+("+.()$35$)"#+")$$"/4"#'$!
'%5$"%,!"6(+83$7):"N%!8$"%"8(/-1$"/)"#++")'+(#"+(",+#
)#(+,1"$,+.1':"B'$,"#'%#"($5$3%#/+,"'%66$,)>"/#"/)"#'$
7+7$,#"*$"%($"3++0/,1"4+(:"<,-"*'$,"#'$($"/)"%"6(+83$7>
#'$($"/)"%,"$5$,"8/11$("/-$%:"=4"#'$"8(/-1$"4%33)"-+*,"+(
+,$"&%("&+7$)"+,$"*%!"%,-"#'$"+#'$("&+7$)"#'$"+66+2
)/#$"*%!>"*$"%)0>"SB'%#"*+.3-"'%66$,"/4:::KT";'$"%,)*$(
#+"#'%#"R.$)#/+,"8$&+7$)"%"'!6+#'$)/)"#+"($)$%(&'"%,-
.,-$()#%,-:"H+"7!"+*,".,-$()#%,-/,1"%,-"#$%&'$(
($)$%(&'"%($"($%33!"$78$--$-"/,"7!"&'/3-($,D)"($)$%(&'
%,-"3$%(,/,1:"U.("-%#%"&+33$&#/+,"/,&3.-$-"#(%,)&(/6#/+,)
+4"%-.3#2&'/3-"&+,5$()%#/+,)>"1(+.6"-/)&.))/+,)>"+8)$(5%2
#/+,)>"%,-"-+&.7$,#%#/+,"6%,$3)"*/#'"&'/3-($,D)"-(%*/,1)>
6'+#+)>"%,-"R.+#$):

!"#$%&'&$()**+(',)-$,-(*"%+%$'#&-.(#,/0
',)-.$)1$&%"*'0(2,*%$()-3+#.&',)-.4
5#)"/$%,.("..,)-.4$)6.+#3&',)-.4$&-%
%)("7+-'&',)-$/&-+*.$8,'2$(2,*%#+-9.
%#&8,-5.4$/2)').4$&-%$:")'+.;

<)"#'$"&'/3-($,")$#"%8+.#"-(%*/,1"#'$"),%/3>").,3/1'#
&%7$"#'(+.1'"#'$"*/,-+*"%,-"&($%#$-"#'$"),%/3D)")'%-+*
+,"#'$"*'/#$"6%6$(:";'/)"3$-"#'$"&'/3-($,"#+"#(!"-(%*/,1"#'$
),%/3"%,-"/#)")'%-+*:";'$)$"%($")+7$"+4"#'+)$"-(%*/,1):

-.'(/.'&&(.#/(#(/.#0123
45*(61*(*.'(/6#+&7
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;'/)"7+7$,#"+4"-$8%#$"6(+5/-$-"%"1++-"+66+(#.,/#!"#+
($&+(-"#'$"&'/3-($,D)"/-$%)"#+"6($)$,#"#'$7"8%&0"#+"#'$
&'/3-($,"+,"%,+#'$("+&&%)/+,:"M(+7"#'$,"+,>"*$"#(/$-"#+
4+33+*".6"+,"#'$"&'/3-($,D)"/,#$($)#)"/,")'%-+*):";'$
6(+?$&#"+,"),%/3)"#'%#"*$"#'+.1'#"7/1'#"8$1/,"%,-"#'$
6(+?$&#"+,")$3426+(#(%/#)"8$1.,")$5$(%3"*$$0)"8$4+($"*$($
)'/4#/,1"%,-"7$(1/,1:

;'/)"&+77/,13/,1"7%(0$-"#'$"8$1/,,/,1"+4"+.("6(+?$&#
+,")'%-+*):"=,"-+/,1"6(+?$&#28%)$-"*+(0>"="4/,-"#'/)"/)
+4#$,"'+*"6(+?$&#)"-$5$3+6:"V(+?$&#)"%($",+#"3/,$%(
6(+&$))$):"H+7$#/7$)"*$"-+,D#"$5$,"0,+*"%"6(+?$&#"'%)
)#%(#$->"8.#"/,"#'/)"/,)#%,&$"="&+.3-")$$"#'%#"#'$")'%-+*)
6(+?$&#"'%-"8$1.,:

34%-2%%450$(2+$%"&'()%$*+(,#-.

=,"'%5/,1"%"-/)&.))/+,"*/#'"%"1(+.6"+4"WX"&'/3-($,>"WY
4$3#"&+,4/-$,#"$,+.1'"#+"$G6($))"#'$/("/-$%)"#+"#'$"1(+.6:
=,"&+,5$()%#/+,)"3/0$"#'/)>"#$%&'$()"%($",+#"7%0/,1
?.-17$,#)O"+.("(+3$"/)"#+"4%&/3/#%#$"#'$"-/%3+1.$"*/#'"+6$,2
$,-$-"R.$)#/+,):"<33"($)6+,)$)"%($"%&&$6#$-"%,-"*(/##$,
-+*,"+,"#'$"8+%(-:

<#"#'$"/,/#/%3"3$5$3"+4"6(+?$&#"*+(0>"/#"/)",+#"/76+(#%,#
*'$#'$("&'/3-($,D)"%,)*$()"%($"(/1'#"+("*(+,1:"B'%#"/)
/76+(#%,#"/)"#'%#"#'$!"%($"$G6($))/,1"#'$/("#'+.1'#)"%,-
4+(7.3%#/,1"#'$+(/$):"9'/3-($,").66+(#"#'$/("#'$+(/$)"*/#'
$G63%,%#/+,)"8%)$-"+,"#'$/("+*,"$G6$(/$,&$):

;'(+.1'"&'/3-($,D)"$G63%,%#/+,)>"%)"#$%&'$()"*$"%($
%83$"#+")$$"'+*"#'$"&'/3-($,"6$(&$/5$"#'$"*+(3-"%(+.,-
#'$7:"B'$,"&'/3-($,"#(!"#+"7%0$")$,)$"+4"#'$/("*+(3->
#'$!"%($"7%0/,1"&+,,$&#/+,):";'/)"/)"*'!"/#"/)"/76+(#%,#"#+
%)0"7$%,/,14.3"+6$,2$,-$-"R.$)#/+,)"%,-"#+"#%0$
)$(/+.)3!"#'$"&'/3-($,D)"%,)*$():

="8$1%,"#'$"&+,5$()%#/+,"8!"%)0/,1>"SB'!"-+"*$"'%5$
)'%-+*)KT

!"#$%&'%()*="#'/,0"8$&%.)$"#'$").,"/)")'/,/,1:
+#,&-")*Q$&%.)$"#'$").,"7%0$)")'%-+*):
."$-'/()*="0,+*:"Q$&%.)$"#'$").,"/)"8(/1'#:"<,-"#'$

).,"&+7$)"+.#"%,-"#'$")'%-+*)"&+7$"+.#:"<,-"#'$,>
*'$,"#'$"7++,"&+7$)"+.#>"#'$")'%-+*)"1+"%*%!:

!"#$%&'%()*B'$,"#'$").,"4+33+*)"!+."%,-"#'$:::
+#,&-"*E!"#$%%&'#!"()*%+",!-,./0);'$").,"-+$),D#"4+33+*

!+.:";'$")'%-+*)"4+33+*"!+.:"B'$,"/#"/)"5$(!"'+#>"#'$
)'%-+*)"4+33+*"!+."$5$(!"63%&$"!+."1+:

0"1#$"E+''+%$"#12)-#!11)#3!"4!"()+5.&#)6%"$-#.7-
-#+#$8$"#)+5.&#)#3$)8.."/0)<#",/1'##/7$"*$"-+,D#")$$
#'$")'%-+*):

2&%3-44-)"Q.#"/4"!+."&+7$"'+7$"%,-"#'$,"!+."#.(,"#'$
3/1'#)"+,>"#'$,"!+."'%5$"!+.(")'%-+*:

2#"&#)"B'$,"/#"/)",/1'##/7$>"!+."&%,")$$"%"3/##3$"8/#"+4
)'%-+*):

2&%3-44-)*B'$,"!+."#.(,"+44"#'$"3/1'#)>"#'$,"!+."-+,D#
)$$"#'$")'%-+*):

C%#$("#'$")%7$"-%!>"<,,/$"6($)$,#$-"%"&%($4.33!"-(%*,
)$3426+(#(%/#"+4"'$(",$*"'%/(&.#:"B'$,")'$"6($)$,#$-"/#"#+
#'$"&3%))>"#'$"&'/3-($,"&+.3-,D#"-$&/-$"/4"#'$"-%(02&+3+($-
/7%1$"#'$!")%*"+,"#'$"($5$()$")/-$"+4"#'$"6%6$("*%)"%
)'%-+*"+4"'$("'$%-:"B'%#"<,,/$"'%-"&($%#$-"*%)"%"8%&0
5/$*"+4"'$("'$%-"#+"4.33!")'+*"'$(",$*"'%/(&.#:

8(4+<(/6#+&(.#/(#(4+<(/.#0127
! 2'.&031
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;'$"&+,5$()%#/+,"$G#$,-$-"#'(+.1'"#'($$"7+($"R.$)2
#/+,)>"SB'$,"!+."-+,D#")$$"!+.(")'%-+*>"*'$($"-+"#'$
)'%-+*)"1+KT"SB'!"-+"!+."3/0$"!+.(")'%-+*KT"%,-"SJ+*
7%,!")'%-+*)"-+"*$"'%5$KT"N%!8$"#'/)"3%)#"+,$"*%)",+#
%"1++-"R.$)#/+,"8$&%.)$",+8+-!"%,)*$($-:"Q.#"#'$,
%4#$("%"4$*"7+7$,#)>";+,!>"*'+"'%-"8$$,")/3$,#".,#/3
#'$,>")6+0$Z"SB$"'%5$"+,3!"+,$")'%-+*"8$&%.)$"#'$($"/)
+,3!"+,$").,:T

!#&-"#+%$+#16#-.

<)"#$%&'$()"*$"%3)+",$$-").66+(#P#+"-$5$3+6"%
)#(+,1$(")$,)$"+4"6(+4$))/+,%3/)7"/,"#'$"&3%))(++7:
Q$)/-$)"#'$"#$&',/&%3").66+(#"E&%7$(%>"#%6$"($&+(-$(>
4/37>"%,-"4/37"-$5$3+67$,#F>"*$"%3)+",$$-"#'$"&+33%8+(%2
#/5$").66+(#"+4",+#"+,3!"+.("&+*+(0$()"8.#"%3)+"#'$
%-7/,/)#(%#+()"%,-"&'/3-($,D)"4%7/3/$):"="*%)"%83$"#+"-+
#'/)"6(+?$&#"%#"7!"&$,#$("8$&%.)$"="0,$*"#'%#"="&+.3-
&+.,#"+,"$5$(!+,$D)"+6$,27/,-$-,$))"%,-"43$G/8/3/#!:"M+(
$G%763$>"#'$($"*$($"#/7$)"*'$,"="-/-,D#"#%0$"%"8($%0
8$&%.)$")+7$#'/,1"/76+(#%,#"*%)"'%66$,/,1"*/#'"#'$
&'/3-($,>"%,-"="?.)#"&+.3-,D#"3$%5$:"="&++(-/,%#$-"*/#'"7!
&+2*+(0$()"#+"#%0$"7!"8($%0"%#"%,+#'$("#/7$:"="%)0$-"#'/)
+4"7!")#%44"%)"*$33")+"#'$!"&+.3-"0$$6"*+(0/,1"+,"%
6%(#/&.3%("%&#/5/#!:"U.(")/#$"7%,%1$("7%-$")#%44/,1
%((%,1$7$,#)"4+("#'$7"#+"3$%5$"$%(3!"%,+#'$("-%!:

<#"#'$"$,-"+4"$%&'"6(+?$&#>"4%7/3/$)"7%-$"%,"$44+(#"#+
6%(#/&/6%#$"/,"%"&$3$8(%#/+,"+4"#'$"6(+?$&#:";'$!"*$($
/,5/#$-"#+"%")3/-$"6($)$,#%#/+,"%,-"($5/$*"+4"#'$"-+&.7$,2
#%#/+,"+4"#'$"&'/3-($,D)"*+(0:"V%($,#)"8(+.1'#"'$%3#'!
),%&0)"4+("#'$"0/-)>"%,-"#'/)"#.(,$-"/,#+"%"4%7/3!"$5$,/,1:

7(6#$(1$."#$.#&-"#+

B$"%($"*+(0/,1"#+"4/,-"#'$"(+3$"+4"#'$"#$%&'$(:"H+7$
#$%&'$()"%($",+#"&+74+(#%83$"*(/#/,1"+("#%0/,1"6/&#.($)>
8.#"*$",$$-"#+"8$"$76+*$($-"%,-"#+"$76+*$("$%&'
+#'$(:"U.(")/#$").6$(5/)+("C!,,$"6.)'$-"%"3/##3$"%)"*$33:
H'$"*%)")+7$+,$"*/#'"%"5/)/+,"4+("*'%#"&'/3-($,"&%,"-+>
%,-"*$"%33"'%5$"'%-"+6$,"-/%3+1.$)"*/#'"'$(:

=,"%33>"#'/)"6(+?$&#"*+(0$-"8$&%.)$"%"*'+3$")!)#$7"+4
($3%#/+,)'/6)"1($*"/,#+"63%&$"%,-"6(+5/-$-").66+(#:"N!
%))/)#%,#"#$%&'$("%,-"="8$&%7$"%"#$%7>"%,-"*$"'%-"1($%#
($)6$&#"4+("+,$"%,+#'$(:"B$"83$,-$-"#'$"8+.,-%(/$)"+4"#'$
#(%-/#/+,%3"'/$(%(&'!"+4"%))/)#%,#"#$%&'$("%,-"#$%&'$(>"%,-
#'%#"/)"'+*"#'$)$"6(+?$&#)"#++0"63%&$:"B$"3/)#$,$-"#+"#'$
#%6$)"#+1$#'$("%,-"#%30$-"%8+.#"*'%#"*$"'$%(-:

B$")'%($-"%"&3+)$"($3%#/+,)'/6:"<,-"4+("#'/)"#+"'%66$,>
*$",$$-$-"#+"#%30"%8+.#"#'$"&'/3-($,:";'$"7+($"*$
#%30$->"#'$"7+($"*$"-+&.7$,#$->"%,-"#'$"7+($"*$"&%7$
#+"($%3/I$"#'%#"*'%#"*$"*$($"-+/,1"*%)"?.)#"%")#%(#:"=
#'+.1'#>"4+("$G%763$>"#'%#"%4#$("*$"'%-"8$$,"-+/,1
-+&.7$,#%#/+,"4+("%8+.#"%"!$%(>"*$"'%-"1+##$,"/#:"Q.#
1+##$,"*'%#K";'$($"/)"?.)#"#'$"$G6$(/$,&$:";'$"7+($"!+.
$G6$(/$,&$>"#'$"(/&'$("!+."8$&+7$"%)"%"#$%&'$(>"%

6$()+,>"%"6(+4$))/+,%3:"B'%#"*$"-/-"*%)")7%33"/,"&+72
6%(/)+,"#+"*'%#"/)"8$/,1"-+,$"/,"#'$"@$11/+"A7/3/%
)&'++3)P*'/&'"%($"+.("/,)6/(%#/+,"#+"%&#/5$3!"3/)#$,"#+"#'$
&'/3-($,"%,-"#+"7%0$"#'$/("3$%(,/,1"$G6$(/$,&$)"5/)/83$
#'(+.1'"#'$"%(#"+4"-+&.7$,#%#/+,:

8(5-62%4(5

;'/)"/)"'+*"+.("6(+?$&#)"1+O"3%!$($-"/,#+"#'$7"%($"#'$
*+(-)>"-(%*/,1)>"1$)#.($)>"%,-"+#'$("*%!)"+4"$G6($))/+,
#'%#"#'$"&'/3-($,"'%5$"*/#'/,"#'$7"%,-"#'%#"*$"#(!"'%(-"#+
-+&.7$,#"%,-"($43$&#"8%&0"#+"#'$7:"9'/3-($,"'%5$"%
#$,-$,&!"#+".)$"#'$",%((%#/5$"#+"$G6$(/$,&$"%,-"#+
-($%7P$5$(!#'/,1"8$&+7$)"%")#+(!:"<)"="($&+(-"%,-
-+&.7$,#"#'$"&'/3-($,D)"-(%*/,1)>"&+,5$()%#/+,)>"%,-
/-$%)>"="#'$,"$,1%1$"/,"7!"+*,"($)$%(&'"6(+&$))"+4
.,-$()#%,-/,1"#'$"6+*$("+4"#'$"&'/3-($,D)"3$%(,/,1"%,-"+4
7!"#$%&'/,1:

9(+$12+."#+$+#&'450
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Michael assesses his own teaching. He asks himself how well he
listens to children to find out what they know and what they need.
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This project is on kindergarten-age children in a public, district-
level after-school program. Most children are multilingual English-
language learners.
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Michael’s data includes transcripts of conversations, collections
of children’s work, photos, and the documentation panels created
as the project evolved in the classroom. To analyze and under-
stand the data, he refined his original question, Do I listen care-
fully enough to all of my students so that they see themselves as
capable theory makers? Using criteria and in collaboration with
colleagues he reviewed the data to find specific evidence that he
had heard and honored both talkative and more silent children’s
theories about shadows.
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• Strong projects arise in nonlinear ways when we are able to
listen closely to children and follow up on their interests and
excitement.

• Children have complex theories about how things work and fit
together.

• Children who don’t speak up often know a great deal; our
openness and attentiveness is key.
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Deepen your teaching and your own learning as a professional
by making the children’s voices visible through documentation.
Experiment by working with your colleagues. See each teacher
research project as improving and learning about yourself as a
teacher researcher and as an early childhood professional.
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